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RECOMMENDATION
That the memorandum from the Board secretary dated June 18, 2020
regarding the updates to allow electronic meeting participation during a
declared emergency BE RECEIVED and that  pursuant to Section 4(4.3) of the
LaSalle Police Services Board (LPSB) Governing Rules, during the declared
provincial emergency, adopted By-Law No. 8419 of the municipal council of the
Corporation of the Town of LaSalle BE ADOPTED by the LPSB.

https://www.youtube.com/user/lasallepoliceservice?feature=results_main


PUBLIC MEMORANDUM 

To: LaSalle Police Services Board Members 

From: T. Mailloux

Date: June 18, 2020

Re: Updates to allow electronic meeting participation during a declared emergency

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the memorandum from the Board secretary dated June 18, 2020 regarding the updates to 
allow electronic meeting participation during a declared emergency BE RECEIVED and that 
pursuant to Section 4(4.3) of the LaSalle Police Services Board (LPSB) Governing Rules, during 
the declared provincial emergency, adopted By-Law No. 8419 of the municipal council of the 
Corporation of the Town of LaSalle BE ADOPTED by the LPSB. 

BACKGROUND: 

Section 37 of the Police Services Act (PSA) provides that a board will establish its own rules and 
procedures in performing its duties under the Act.  The LaSalle Police Services Board, at its 
meeting held January 14, 2019, adopted by-law #Four, being a by-law respecting the rules 
governing the proceedings of the LaSalle Police Services Board. 

On March 17, 2020, the Premier of Ontario declared a state of emergency under section 7.0.1(1) 
of the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act in response to the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19). The Province initially prohibited organized public gatherings in excess of 50 people. 
This limitation was further restricted to no more than 5 people. On June 2, 2020, the provincial 
declaration of emergency was extended to June 30, 2020, including the prohibition on events and 
gatherings of more than 5 people. 

As part of the Town of LaSalle’s ongoing response to COVID-19, Mayor Marc Bondy officially 
declared a state of emergency on March 22, 2020.  Given that the province enacted Bill 187, the 
Town of LaSalle had the ability to make amendments to their procedural by-law; and therefore, the 
Council of the Town of LaSalle, at its meeting held April 14, 2020, adopted by-law No. 8419 
(attached), a by-law to amend by-law 6647 Procedural By-Law to govern the proceedings of 
Council for Electronic Meetings of Council.   

Meeting practices need to be adapted to reflect physical distancing measures and limitations on 
public gatherings.  It is critical to ensure the continuity of adequate and effective policing services, 
as well as to provide reassurance to the community that the Board remains continually engaged in 
its governance and civilian role. 
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The Board is unable to hold in-person public meetings at this time because of the prohibition on 
gatherings and because the location where meetings are held is currently closed to the public. 

This recommendation, if approved, would permit the Board to proceed with its Regular Public 
Meetings with Board Members participating virtually. In addition, this recommendation, if approved, 
would allow members of the public to virtually listen to and watch the proceedings live by way of 
the webcast. 

In response to the Covid-19 Pandemic, the LPSB may, per Section 4(4.3) of the LPSB governing 
rules, rely on the municipal council of the Town of LaSalle’s adopted by-law No. 8419 in order to 
conduct the LaSalle Police Services Board closed and public meetings virtually during the COVID-
19 pandemic only. 

This approach is in line with a memorandum sent to all Ontario police services boards from the 
Ontario Ministry of the Solicitor General (Public Safety Division and Public Safety Training 
Division), which stated that police services board meetings may be held virtually if they are open to 
the public and boards “take all feasible measures to facilitate public and media participation in 
open meetings”1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tanya Mailloux, Secretary 
LaSalle Police Services Board 

Attach. 

1 Ontario Ministry of the Solicitor General, Memorandum dated March 23, 2020, “Guidance to Police Services 
Boards Regarding Meetings” at p. 1. 3
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